Top Girls
Caryl Churchill

Marlene, a clever, able career woman, aged about 40, is the highly-
successful managing director of Top Girls Employment Agency. One
day her niece, Angie, aged 16, affectionate but ‘simple’, described as
“hopeless at school, lazy and disturbed . . . a victim of a competitive
society’, makes a surprise visil. Earlier in the play, Angie has said: ‘I
think 'm my aunt’s child . . . I think my mum’s really my aunt.” This
is, in fact, true. The scene takes place in M arlene’s office.
Time: The present.

Main office. MARLENE and ANGIE. ANGIE arrives.
ANGIE. Hello.

MARLENE. Have you an appointment?

ANGIE. It’s me. I’ve come.

MARLENE. What? It’s not Angie?

ANGIE. It was hard to find this place. I got lost.

MARLENE. How did you get past the receptionist? The
girl on the desk, didn’t she try to stop you?

ANGIE. What desk?

MARLENE. Never mind.

ANGIE. I just walked in. I was looking for you.
MARLENE. Well you found me.

ANGIE. Yes.
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MARLENE. So where’s your mum? Are you up in town for
the day?

ANGIE. Not really.

MARLENE. Sit down. Do you feel all right?
ANGIE. Yes thank you.

MARLENE. So where’s Joyce?

ANGIE. She’s at home.

MARLENE. Did you come up on a school trip then?
ANGIE. I’ve left school.

MARLENE. Did you come up with a friend?
ANGIE. No. There’s just me.

MARLENE. You came up by yourself, that’s fun. What
have you been doing? Shopping? Tower of London?

ANGIE. No, I just come here. I come to you.

MARLENE. That’s very nice of you to think of paying your
aunty a visit. There’s not many nieces make that the first
port of call. Would you like a cup of coffee?

ANGIE. No thank you.

MARLENE. Tea, orange?

ANGIE. No thank you.

MARLENE. Do you feel all right?

ANGIE. Yes thank you.

MARLENE. Are you tired from the journey?

ANGIE. Yes, I’m tired from the journey.
MARLENE. You sit there for a bit then. How’s Joyce?

ANGIE. She’s all right.
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MARLENE. Same as ever.
ANGIE. Oh yes.

MARLENE. Unfortunately you’ve picked a day when I’'m
rather busy, if there’s ever a day when I'm not, or I'd take
you out to lunch and we’d go to Madame Tussaud’s. We
could go shopping. What time do you have to be back? Have
you got a day return?

ANGIE. No.
MARLENE. So what train are you going back on?
ANGIE. I came on the bus.

MARLENE. So what bus are you going back on? Are you
staying the night?

ANGIE. Yes.

MARLENE. Who are you staying with? Do you want me to
put you up for the night, is that it?

ANGIE. Yes please.

MARLENE. I haven’t got a spare bed.
ANGIE. I can sleep on the floor.
MARLENE. You can sleep on the sofa.
ANGIE. Yes please.

MARLENE. I do think Joyce might have phoned me. It’s
like her.

ANGIE. This is where you work is it?

MARLENE. It’s where I have been working the last two
years but I’m going to move into another office.

ANGIE. It’s lovely.
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